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SERMON DCLXXXI. 
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BY REV. J. DE FOREST RICHARDS, 
CHESTER, VT. 


TRUE ELEMENT OF MINISTERIAL DEVOTION AND SUCCESS. 


“For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified.”—1 Cor. ii, 2. 


Suc was the earnest, unimpassioned resolution of a devoted, 
self-denying apostle and minister of Christ. And almost no other 
man, in any age of the church, has labored so successfully, as an 
ambassador of the Lord, in the great work of reconciliation. The 
full proof of his ministry, and the secret of his success, are found 
in the text and its connection. “ And I, brethren, when I came 
to you, came not with excellency of speech, or of wisdom, declar- 
ing unto you the testimony of God. For I determined not to 
know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 
And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trem- 
bling. And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing 
me. 4 of man’s wisdom, but in the demonstration of the spirit 
and of power ; that your faith should not stand in the wisdom of 
men, but in the power of God.” 

Paul, if any man, conld boast of superior natural endowments, 
and a highly cultivated intellect. He was of high birth, and 
educated in all the learning of the schools. He possessed a clear- 
ness of perception, and a strength of reasoning which few can 
rival. THis call to the gospel ministry was peculiarly marked 
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and satisfactory. And above all this, he was qualified for his 
ministry by miraculous gifts and inspiration. Yet*he went forth 
to the prosecution of his work with much fear, anxiety, and self- 
distrust. He felt his utter weakness and insufficiency for so ar- 
duous and sacred a calling. 

He was not unaware of his superior endowments ; nor did he un- 
dervalue natural abilities and learning as necessary qualifications , 
for his success. Still he had no pr he in these alone, as hav- 
ing any power to save men. It was not by the excellency of 
human wisdom, or by the enticing words of his own eloquence 
that he hoped to move the conscience, and persuade men to be 
reconciled toGod. His assurance was in the divine efficiency of 
truth, and of the Spirit, attended by the persuasive, melting 
eloquence of the cross of Christ. “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth.” ‘God forbid that I should glory save 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Christ crucified was the 
beginning and end of his ministry. Here is discovered, in this 
great apostle, the lock of his strength. Cut this from him, and 
he becomes like another man. 

Hence we derive this important sentiment :—The knowledge 
vf Christ, the true element of ministerial devotion and success. 
This is illustrated in the life and ministry of Paui 


I, Let us enquire, What is it to know Christ, in*the sense of 
the apostle in the text? 

To know Christ as an humble believer, is rightly to understand 
his character; to appreciate his divine excellence, and his infinite 
value as the only Saviour of man ; to have experimental ac- 
quaintance with the way of salvation, by faith in the blood of 
his atonement. Thus to know him is life eternal. 

The preacher must know all this by actual and personal expe- 
rience ; and he must be able to declare the same to the compre- 
hension of others. It is his chief business to reveal the knowl- 
edge of Christ, in all his fullness, as the Saviour of lost men. 

n publishing the Gospel to sinners, Paul desired to know 
nothing which was not more or less intimately related to Christ, 
us the Redeemer of mankind. We would hold up his character 
to be admired ; his name to be reverenced; his example to be 
imitated; his doctrines to be embraced; his precepts to be 
obeyed ; his life for our instruction, and his death for our hope of 
salvation. 

He needed not to go far from Christ in the executjon of his 
office. The whole scheme of grace and redemption is compre- 
hended in him. The law of God, which we have broken; our 
relations to him as our creator and sovereign ; our moral agency 
and accountability ; our utter apostasy and lost state as sinners ; 
a future judgment and everlasting retributions ; redemption by 
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atoning blood; immortality; eternal life and eternal death— 
the whole system of gospel truth—all have Christ as their centre, 
and all are held together and revolve around Him, as the planets 
and systems in the natural creation are kept in their spheres and 
revolve around the sun. He gives life, and light, and harmony, 
and substance to them all. 

To know Christ, therefore, as a minister of the Gospel, is to 
comprehend his character in its various attributes and relations, 
as a Saviour ; and to preach him, in all the sublime doctrines he 
inculeates ; the precious promises he makes ; the threatenings he 
utters; the immortal hopes he inspires, and all the infinite bles- 
sings he has to communicate. 

Here are themes inexhaustible and of ever-enduring interest ; 
themes which address themselves to the heart and the con- 
science; which excite our fears or animate our hopes ; which per- 
tain to this world and the world to come. Here is substance of 
doctrine. Hereis matter for deep thought and reflection. Here 
is knowledge and revelation. en are mysteries of godliness 
and wonders of redeeming love. On these the preacher may 
dwell with unabated and ever-absorbing interest. 

Here he may gather all that intellectual and moral furniture 
which is needful tor the spiritual edification of his hearers. He 
may deeply meditate on these things—give himself wholly to 
them, and yet his profiting appear unto all. He may call invall 
knowledge and all science to his aid; he may clothe the truth in 
the attractive garments of literature and eloquence, if but Christ 
is the substance, and made all in all. 

Paul did not feel it to be necessary for him to go out of his 
way, to drag in foreign matter to give interest and effect to his 
preaching. He wished to make no show of worldly wisdom, no 
flourish of rhetoric, orembellishments of fancy, to set off the 
truth and suit it to the capricious tastes of his hearers. The sub- 
stantial doctrines « the cross, though as old as creation, and the 
truth as it is in Jesus, plainly and earnestly spoken, as by Christ 
in his sermon on the Mount, and as in the preaching of the Apos- 
tles on the day ot Pentecost, in his view, needed no improve- 
ment. Even should they not suit the irreligion—the worldliness, 
pride, or vanity of his audience. 

Remarks a distinguished commentator: “ In addressing the 
polite, speculating, licentious Corinthians, he did not attempt to 
catch their attention by affected elegance, or sublimity of lan- 
guage ; for it was his sole object to declare the testimony of God 
concerning the only way of salvation from eternal misery, and of 
obtaining eternal life; and a message of such immense import- 
ance, would not admit of these worthless embellishments.” 

Says another: “He did not affect to appear a fine orator, or 
a deep philosopher; he did not set himself to captivate the ear 
by fine turns and eloquent expressions ; nor please and entertain 
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the fancy with lofty flights of sublime notions. Divine wisdom 
needed not to be set off with such human ornaments.” 

Whatever may be said of modern improvements or inventions, 
the Gospel, as a system of grace to restore fallen men, admits of 
no re-construction or change. In the presentation of it, there is 
great latitude for the exercise of diversity of skill and talent ; but 
its grand principles must, in the nature of the case, remain unal- 
terable to the end of time. We are to expect no new dispensa- 
tion to patch up, or piece out the old; or save from failure the 
grand experiment of the Gospel. 

Paul would know only Christ crucified, as a Saviour; and 
Christ revealed a second time from heaven, as the Judge of the 
world. Christ under the system of grace, is known as the Lamb, 
the Sacrifice, the Advocate and Intercessor. , Not until the re- 
tributive dispensation shall be ushered in, will”he appear in his 
— and great glory. He is nowto be known and preached in 

is humiliation as the friend of sinners, their partner in suffer- 
ings, the pardoner. Then he will be revealed in his high exalta- 
tion, assuming the throne of justice and judgment, “ akin ven- 

- on them that know not God, and that obey not the 

pe Rd 

It must remain a truth, therefore, forever to be relied upon, 
that Christ crucified constitutes the substance of Heaven’s glad 
tidings to men, and must be made the comprehensive theme of 
all good and effective preaching so long as the earth shall endure. 
And here is to be found the sole motive power in the great sys- 
tem of moral machinery, by which the world is to be raised up 
from its deep abyss of ruins. There can be no substitute. Edu- 
cation, philosophy, the fairest systems of morality, and even a 
mutilated Gospel—the cross being rejected—have all been tried, 
and proved abortive. Nothing else can meet the deeply felt 
wants of the poor, fallen creature, struggling to be freed from sin 
and the bitter curses it inflicts. ; 

Justly, then, does the apostle exalt the knowledge of Christ 
above all other knowledge, and make it, by a figure, embrace a 
theoretical and practical acquaintance with the whole scheme of 
redemption. And he that, in his preaching, attempts to substi- 
tute any thing else for this, but casts away the fine gold while he 
gathers up the dross. 


II. Let us, in illustration of our subject, remark the high stan- 
dard of devotedness on which Paul resolved, in the words of the 
text, not to know any thing save Christ. 

Let us, for a moment, look at this earnest apostle in the atti- 
tude in which he is here presented to our view, and we shall dis- 
cover a spectacle of the morally sublime seldom equaled. Hav- 
ing received from the lips of Christ himself his commission, he 
has started on a tour of missionary enterprise. We find him in 
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a foreign land, fleeing from the violence of persecution, destitute 
and unattended. Spending a few days at Athens, he comes to 
Corinth, and has already entered the thronged metropolis. A 
stranger, and possessing no a marks of personal ap- 
pearance, he is scarcely noticed among the busy, hurrying multi- 
tude in the close pursuit of gain or pleasure. What were the 
first impressions, or the feelings of such a man, on such a mission, 
at such a place, we cannot well imagine. 

Corinth was at this time scarcely rivalled among the cities of 
Greece for its opulence, luxury, and fame. Paul | Be heard of 
its renown, for it was spread every where abroad. Travelers 
then visited Corinth with the same interest they now do Florence 
or Rome, London or Paris. Said Horace, the Latin poet, “It is 
not the good fortune of every one to visit Corinth.” This was no 
common privilege at that day. Its magnificent temples and pala- 
ces and theatres, and other public buildings, adorned with col- 
umns and statues and painting, were alike the pride of its inhabi- 
tants and the admiration of strangers. 

It abounded in schools of learning, richly endowed with the 
most accomplished professors of philosophy, oratory, and the 
fine arts; and scholars resorted to them from all parts of the 
world to perfect their education. The arts and sciences were car- 
ried to such a degree of perfection, that Cicero denominates Oor- 
inth, “the light of all Greece.” Another Latin writer, in view 
of the splendor of its public edifices, and the refinement of its 
learning and arts, calls it “the ornament,” or glory, “of 
Greece.” 

Such was Corinth when the apostle visited it, probably, for the 
first time in his life. He was possessed of natural genius and 
taste, and had a mind highly cultivated in the arts of learning. 
He had a soul to appreciate and enjoy the nicest sentiments of 
the grand and beautiful. Does he not anticipate a rich feast in 
this emporium of refined learning? Do we not see him hasten- 
ing to hue heathen temples to admire the magnificence of their 
architecture, their statuary, and paintings? Shall we not find 
him in their celebrated schools of philosophy? Is he not capti- 
vated by the sublime eloquence of those orators, or attracted by 
the exciting exhibitions of the Isthmian games ? 

No! Paul has a more important business at Corinth. He 
bears a commission from the God of Heaven, and none of these 
things move him from his sacred purpose. Having girded on 
the whole armor of God, he is. thoroughly steeled against the 
assaults of every temptation. His scul is so deeply possessed 
with the greatness—the urgency of his work—that # feels he 
has no time to waste in the gratification of curiosity or pleasure. 
Its pressing importance admits of no delay. And, “ pressed in 
spirit,” he lifts up his voice, scarcely heard amid the din of that 

bustling, thoughtless, pleasure-seeking populace, whose very tutela- 
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ry deity was the goddess of lust, and declares his first message, 
“ testifying that Jesus is the Christ.” In him is salvation for the 
chief of sinners. O ye Corinthians, estranged from Ged and 
doomed to death, your idols are but the work of men’s hands, 
They cannot seve. I bring you good tidings of great joy. Re- 
ceive ye my message. Christ crucified is my only theme ; neither 
is there salvation in any other. 

Ask me not to turn aside from my single object and purpose 
tor the attractions of your proud city. I have an errand for you 
of vastly greater moment. [ am come to proclaim to dying men 
salvation trom death and hell. My business is most urgent. My 
commission is imperious. Delay may be fatal to you; for soon 
the door of mercy will be shut, and heaven will seal your doom 
forever. Therefore I am determined not to know any thing 
among you save Jesus Christ and Him crucified. In him is com- 
prehended, in all its length and breadth, the glorious Gospel of 
the blessed God. And here are discoveries of knowledge and 
wisdom, sublimity, beauty and perfection, far transcending all 
the results of mere human power and skill. THe that believeth 
shall be saved ; but he that believeth not shall be damned. Re- 
pent, therefore, and believe the Gospel. 

Is Paul beside himself? Has some phrenzied imagination— 
some strange monomania, seized upon his brain, that he thus 
talks foolishness to the Greeks? Or is he the only really sane 
man in all that devoted city? No! Paul is not mad, as he is 
judged by some; but such is his sober, earnest devotion to his 
calling ; and such his undeviating purpose, and never-tiring zeal 
to fulfil his high commission as a servant of God, and minister of 
the everlasting gospel, to reveal the unsearchable riches of the 
knowledge of Christ. 


III. What were the motives which urged Paul to such self- 
denial and singleness of devotion in preaching the knowledge of 
Christ ¢ 

We shall find them all drawn from one and the same source. 
They may all be traced up to Christ on the cross, as the fountain 
head. The love of Christ constrained him. Here is discovered 
that silent, yet mighty spring and moving power which controll- 
ed every act and purpose of his life. 

1. His first motive was obedience to Christ as his Lord and 
Master. He had been ordained by Christ himself as a minister 
of reconciliation. He needed no holy unction from priest. or 
bishop to clothe him with authority, or qualify him for his work. 
He was a chosen vessel of the Lord to communicate unto men 
the unsearchable riches of his grace. And he had received an 
especial commission from the Holy Ghost, to preach a crucified 
Saviour to the Gentile world. From this high calling he dared 
not swerve. THis business was marked out for him, and he did 
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not stop to parley with expediency, or to consult with flesh and 
blood. He went forward to meet his duty with a firm, undevia- 
ting step. His sole ambition was, to be found a faithful servant 
of his Lord ; and by uncompromising obedience, to meet, at last, 
the approbation of Him ot had chosen him for such a work. 
He could not, therefore, be drawn aside from his single purpose 
by the attractions of worldly emolument or pleasure. An he 
would not, therefore, dishonor that Gospel, and preach himself 
instead of Christ, or use the enticing words of man’s wisdom. 
He desired to be wholly eclipsed by the glory of the sun of right- 
eousness, whom he would hold up, in all the fullness of his light 
— and perfection, for the faith and admiration of the 
world. 

2. Another motive was gratitude to Christ, as his Redeemer 
and Saviour. . 

He had himself been plucked as a brand from the burning. 
He had seen the price of his ransom. His own eyes-had beheld 
the risen Saviour, aml had marked that heavenly visage, marred 
by the crown of thorns, and those hands by the prints of the 
nails. He knew the worth of expiatory blood, and had felt the 
mapper of pardon. And amid the labors and persecutions 
1e endured, he had derived strong consolation from that good 
hope in Christ which reacheth unto heaven, entereth within the 
veil, and is full of immortality. What he had himself alread 
experienced of the blessings of Christ’s redemption, was worth 
infinitely more to him than earthly honors, and treasures, and all 
things else. Whatever privations, then, or sufferings he might 
endure, he could well afford the sacrifice. He had received his 
hundred fold in this present world, with the assured expectation, 
in the world to come, of life everlasting. Therefore gratitude 
filled his heart, and he felt that no labor or sacrifice, self-denial 
or suffering, that was necessary in the faithfal discharge of his 
ministry, was too great to endure for his Saviour. 

3. The arduousness of the work to which his Lord had called 
him, was a inotive to great self-denial and earnest devotion. 

From every point of view, he beheld the world lying in wick- 
edness. He saw the multiplied forms of idolatrous worship and 
superstition ; and every where the sad and mournful demonstrations 
of man’s alienation from God his creator. He knew the heart of 
man to be utterly depraved, ‘ desperately wicked,” full of unbe- 
lief, turning away from the living God. Yet men with such 
hearts were to be restored to holiness and the divine favor. 
Even such were to be delivered from the death-penalty of their con- 
demnation, and made heirs to the inheritance of life eternal. 
The world had been ransomed; it must be saved. From, the 
ruins of Satan’s empire was to rise the beautiful, glorious, uni- 
versal kingdom of the Redeemer. The Gospel was the only 
means ordained for the achievement of this stupendous result. 
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For such a work, the energies of an angel were weak and una- 
vailing. He well knew that all the efficiency was of God; yet 
he could proclaim the knowledge of Christ, and the wonder- 
working power of his cross, which are the wisdom of God and 
the power of God, to the salvation of every one that believeth. 
And he felt that an earnest, untiring devotion to the duties of his 
calling, and the sacrifice of every thing which might stand in the 
way of his success, were necessary in order to accomplish, instru- 
mentally, the part which devolved on him ; that he “ might by 
all means save some.” 

4. His estimate of the value of man’s salvation, was another 
strong motive which impelled him to zealous effort and self-sacri- 
fice in preaching Christ crucified. 

He knew the worth of the immortal soul, and its imminent 
danger. He had solemnly meditated on the just penalty of God’s 
violated law—the pains of everlasting death—to which 4 saw the 
world of mankind were already doomed; though their sentence 
was under a temporary suspension. He was deeply impressed 
with the thought, that the redemption of the soul from the suffer. 
ings of the second death, was precious, and that the time would 
soon come when it would cease forever; when the sacrifice of 
expiation, which had been made for it, would be no longer avail- 
ing ; that the soul, once cast off, must be irrecoverably lost; not 
all the wealth of worlds could purchase it; that there could be 
- further redemption; that man must be saved soon if saved at 
all. 

Such atiecting considerations as these were what led him, in 
the earnestness of his zeal for the salvation of men, to exclaim, 
“* Necessity is laid upon me. Wo is unto me if I preach not the 
Gospel.” I must hasten my work; I must lose no opportunity ; 
I must spare no pains ; I am ready to die for the Gospel. “ For 
the Lord Jesus is to be revealed from heaven, with his mighty 
ungels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on those that know not 
God, and that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence 
of the Lord, and the glory of his power.” It was to save men 
from such a doom that he proclaimed the Gospel of a Redeemer ; 
and did it not become him to be in carnest ? 

5. Another consideration which animated the zeal of the apos- 
tle, and urged -him forward with singular devotion to his work, 
was the certain success and grand results of preaching Christ. 

The Gospel to him was no experiment. He never entertained 
even a suspicion that it might, after all, turn out to be a fadure. 
The high estimation in which he held its great Author, being 
head over all things to the church, had plaged it, in his view, 
above all contingency. It was not left to the blind fortuity of 
circumstances, or to the support and direction of feeble, erring - 
man. It was not to fall the victim of persecution, or the prey of 
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violence. It was not to be mr by the cunning craftiness 


of its adversaries, or by the plausible systems of rational philos- 
ophy. It was not to be overborne ot crushed amidst the pre- 
vailing wickedness and infidelity of the world. No—the eternal 
purpose of God was in it, and the strength of the —_— was 
vouchsafed for its security and success. Though wounded and 
crippled and bleeding, it was destined to tread dows all opposi- 
tion, and rise up in its glory and triumph over all its foes. en 
“the kingdom, and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom 
under the whole heaven, would be given to the people of the 
saints of the Most High.” Then Md Zion, the glorious church 
of God, appear “the perfection of beauty ; and the sons of them 
that had afflicted her, would come bending unto her; and all 
they that had despised her, would bow themselves down at the 
soles of her feet. hereas she had been forsaken and hated, 
God would make her an eternal excellency, the joy of many gene- 
rations.” 

These amazing results were to be achieved, in Paul’s estima- 
tion, not by the ushering in of a new and more imposing dispen- 
sation ; by a second appearing of Christ in state, and a personal 
king-ship on earth, with a ministry of risen and glorified saints ; 
but by the power of the Holy Ghost, accompanying the ~~ 
preaching of the cross of Christ, and through the ministry of the 
church militant. 

Do any want confidence in the present system of the gospel to 
bring about the grand triumphs predicted of the eemer’s 
kingdom? Do we need a more imposing display to the eye of 
sense, in order more effectually to reach the heart? Is Christ’s 
power in heaven limited? Is not that array of means which 
God has made effectual to the salvation of one soul, equally ade- 
quate, by the same efficiency, for the salvation of thousands and 
myriads? Oannot that power which produced the results of the 
day of Pentecost, under the same system of things multiply re- 
vivals, cause a nation to be born to Zion at once, or bring in the 
glorious millennial day ? 

We need not therefore slack our energies, or settle down in 
despondency, in expectation of something better. The present 
gospel, under the present administration of it, is all that we need ; 
and it is just what Heaven has ordained for the salvation of the 
world. 

We hear this inspired apostle declaring: ‘“‘ We preach Christ 
crucified, to some a stumbling, to others foolishness ; but salva- 


_ tion to them that believe. Again he says, “God is in Christ, 


reconciling the world unto himself, and hath committed unto us 

the word of reconciliation.” Here is the whole Gospel—the 

means, the instrumentality, the efficiency, the result. e work 

was already commenced in Paul’s day. God would carry it for- 

ward in the same way, and complete it through the same system 
19 
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of instrumentalities; and the world would be saved. In the 
progress of the Redeemer’s kingdom, in its triumphs during the 
many ages and generations to come, and in its final consumma- 
tion, it will appear that the world—the great body of the human 
family, has been saved, and that only a remnant, as it were, has 
been lost. 

Can we wonder that Paul gloried in being an humble minis- 
ter of such a Gospel ?—or in the honor of sharing some bumble 

in the accomplishment of such sublime results /—or that he 
esired not to know any thing else ? 

6. Lastly. Paul, amidst his devoted labors and sufferings, 
kept his eye fixed steadfastly on his final reward. ‘I press to- 
wards the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.” He saw a crown laid up for che, whose jewels were far 
more eo than the most costly pearls, or sparkling diamonds. 
This cheered’ and animated him in the darkest hour of his trials 
and discouragements, and armed him with courage and boldness 
to meet persecution, and death even, should it be necessary to 
suffer as a martyr in the fulfilment of his ministry. 

Hear a single passage from his diary: ‘ Of the Jews, five 
times received I forty stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with 
rods, once was I stoned. Thrice I suffered shipwreck; a night 
and a day have I been in the deep. In journeyings often; in 
perils of waters, iu perils of robbers, in perils by mine own coun- 
trymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in 
the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false breth- 
ren, in weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger 
and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. Yet none of 
these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself 
that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry I have 
received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the grace of 
God.” I would choose rather to depart and be with Christ; for then 
shall I rest from life’s burdens and sufferings, and share my rich 
reward. Then shall I wear that glittering crown amid the shi- 
ning seraphs that surround the throne above. This blest assur- 
ance nerved him to every conflict, and gave him cheerfulness to 
do, or suffer, all the will of God. 


CONCLUDING REMARKS. 


1. From our subject, we learn what is the best kind of preach- 
ing. Itis that which savors most of Christ. That preaching is 
always to be regarded with suspicion, which does not have Christ 
as its centre, where all its lines of doctrine meet and blend in 
harmony. Not Christ a teacher? not Christ our example; not 
Christ a martyr tothe truth,merely. Others, mere men, were all 
this. But Christ on the cross, as God manifest in the flesh to 
become an offering and a sacrifice for the sins of the world. 
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Here centre all the promises. It is here we find a balm for every 
wound. Here must we build all our hopes. And that preaching 
which does not here derive all its light and life and power, is but 
another gospel. 
2. We learn that it is no part of a minister’s daty to seek to 
lease men. If they are pleased with the truth, it is well. But 
ow can a minister of Christ turn aside from a fall and faithfal 
exhibition of the gospel, to suit the wishes of those whom the 
truth will not please? That preaching is not always the most 
rofitabie which is the most pleasing, or the most applauded. 

aul’s preaching was not that which would have pleased his 
hearers best; or that which would have rendered himself most 
admired and popular. Had he swerved a little from his single 
ie somgs and catered to the wishes of that idolatrous, pleasure- 
oving people, he might have shunned the offence of the cross 
and met a very different reception at Corinth. But it would 
have been at the sacrifice of immortal souls. In “the whole 
counsel of God,” there is much that is offensive to the unsancti- 
fied heart. In faithfully declaring it, we must necessarily dis- 
please the wicked. For this reason, even Christ was not a ver 
acceptable preacher. He did not catch the popular ear. His 
preaching was too practical, too pointed; was savored too much 
of heaven, and too little of this world, to please the populace. 
For once they cried, Hosanna! But the note was soon chang- 
ed to, “ Crucify him, crucify him !” 

Have we not good reason to suspect, that either we have not 
the spirit, or the words of our blessed Master, if our preaching 
is such as to win the applause of the idolatrous worlding, or the 
votary of pleasure, or gain the acclamation of the multitude? 
We are sate in keeping near to our Saviour, and preaching only 
Christ. Paul had determined to deal faithfully with his hearers, 
and preach to them the plain Gospel, the whole truth, though 
they should stone him. 

3. We see in the light of our subject, the great value and im- 
portance of the Gospel to sinners. Paul exemplified in his life, 
and declared in the text, his estimation of it. There is no other 
remedy for sin, and the calamities in which the soul of man is 
overwhelmed. 

This Gospel, my hearers, is as important for you as it was for 
Paul and the Corinthians. Will you not value it above all price, 
and make its rich provisions of mercy yours? Or shall it be 
preached to you in vain, and the gracious words of hope and 
promise finally prove to you a savor of death unto death? See 
you to this, come now to Christ; believe in him, and he shall be to 
you, “ wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption.” 

Brethren in the ministry, we see the greatness and the dignity 
of our calling. It has its trials and its far-reaching responsibili- 
ties; and it has, too, its great reward. “They that turn many 











198 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 





to righteousness shall shine as the stars forever and ever.” Are 
we not urged by every consideration to a more earnest consecra- 
tion to our work? Time hastens! Souls are perishing! The 
Gospel only can save. Death is among us. The Lord is calling 
his servants home from the vineyard. Do we not hear the Mas- 
ter saying unto us, “ Be yealso ready, for behold I come quickly, 
and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his 
work shall be.” 


SERMON DCLXXXII. 


BY REV. EDMUND B, FAIRFIELD, 


PRESIDENT OF HILLSDALE COLLEGE, HILLSDALE, MICH. 





ACQUAINTANCE WITH GOD. 


“ Acquaint now thyself with Him and be at peace; thereby good shall come to 
thee.”—Jon xxii. 21. 

Wauen an ancient philosopher was asked, “ Who and what is 
God ?” he requested a day to frame his answer; but at the expi- 
ration of that he had only become the more deeply perplexed, 
and prayed that he might have yet another day. And when that 
had passed, he asked for still another. And having thus secured 
in succession various extensions of time, he finally replied that 
the more he had pondered the question, the more perplexed he 
had become; and the more inoaleel in mystery the nature and 
attributes of Deity appeared. 

And thus with every man who would attempt with his own 
short ladder to scale the loftiest heights, or with his own scanty 
plumb-line to fathom the deepest depths of the Divine nature. 
* Qanst thou by searching find out God? Canst thou find out 
the Almighty unto perfection?” But there is a kind and degree 
of acquaintance with God which the soul of man may attain to, 
and to that the text exhorts us. 


I. Acquaintance with God! The thought is inspiring, the 
very conception is ennobling, and the sealiay,jemeaaliieadl glo- 
rious. How may it be obtained ? 

1. Throngh his works. The sculptor reveals himself in the 
statue ; the artist in his picture; the mechanic in his mechanism. 
And the whole universe, whose maker and builder is God, is but 
one continuous and glorious revelation of the Great Architect. 
“Tt is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth; that stretcheth 
out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them ont as a tent to 
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dwell in. The heavens declare his glory, and the firmament 
showeth his handy work ; day unto day uttereth speech, and night 
unto night showeth knowledge. There is no speech nor language 
where their voice is not heard. ‘ Their voice is gone out through 
all the earth, and their words to the end of the world.” It is he 
that hath painted the sunset clouds with their gorgeous hues, and 
that hath penciled with its delicate beauty the blushing violet. 
The sweeping tornado, and the whispering zephyr, the rolling 
tide, and the rippling brook, the towering cliff, and the mountain 
pee which the clouds do rest, all do speak the praises and pro- 
claim the glory of Him that hath made them. There are 
“tongues in the trees, books in the running brooks, sermons in 
stones, and good in every thing.” To the ear that is attuned to 
hear it, there is music in the spheres; “ there’s music in the sigh- 
ing of a reed; there’s music in all things, if men had ears; 
there’s music in the gushing of a rill; the earth is but an echo of 
the spheres ;” every star hath its voice; every waving leaf hath 
its utterance, and all speak to us of God. The sun by day and 
the moon by night discourse to us the wondrous tale :— 


‘‘ Forever singing as they shine, 
The hand that made us is divine.” 


To the eye that is open to see it, every living thing, from the 
leviathan of the deep, where water-spouts ascend to heaven, to the 
insect whose home is of too minute dimensions to be discovered 
by the unaided eye; every plant, “from the cedar tree that is in 
Lebanon, even unto the hyssop that springeth out of the wall,” 
bears an inscription in the hand-writing of God. Every stone 
has engraven upon it His name, and happy is he that has learned 
to read it. ‘ He stretcheth out the mantle over the empty place, 
and hangeth the earth upon nothing. He bindeth up the waters 
in his thick clouds; and the cloud is not rent underthem. He 
holdeth back the face of his throne, and spreadeth the cloud upon 
it. He hath compassed the water with bounds, until the day and 
night come to an end. The pillars of heaven tremble, and are 
astonished at his reproof. By his spirit he hath garnished the 
heavens: his hand hath formed the crooked serpent. Lo, these 
are parts of his ways; but how little a portion is heard of him ? 
but the thunder of his power who can understand ?” 

2. We become acquainted with God through his providential 

overnment of the world: His kingdom extendeth over all. 

pon the tomb-stone of every nation that has ever perished by 
reason of its sins, its tyrannies, its debaucheries, its sensual 
and degrading vices, is written the justice of God. The pros- 
perity of thuse nations that have regarded justice, and acknowl- 
edged the Divine supremacy, is a standing monument of his 
goodness and love of virtue; while the prolonged existence of 
such as have trampled upon equity and humanity bears testi- 
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mony to his forbearance. But the providential government of 
God is to be viewed through a long vista of years to be under- 
stood at all: and even then most imperfectly, without the aid of 
other light. 

3. We become acquainted with God through the human soul. 
God has made man in his own image; and though that image 
has been defaced, and his inscription of his law upon the human 
heart greatly marred, yet even deciphering the few remainin 
vestiges of that inscription, the character of Him whose hand- 
‘writing they are, is clearly revealed. Every approbation of vir- 
tue, and every disapprobation of vice; every justification of 
right, and every condemnation of wrong, are unimpeachable tes- 
timony to the integrity of the Divine character. The maker of 
the human soul never formed it so that it could not do otherwise 
than condemn himself. And whensoever by turning our eyes 
within, we read the law written upon the heart, we see in that 
law the transcript of the divine character. When we find our- 
selves pronouncing sentence upon our own sins, or upon the sins 
of others, we listen only to the echo of God’s voice within the 
soul. And when we hear the utterance of the moral nature 
within us sanctioning the right, though we the wrong pursue, we 
know that God made the soul for virtue, and that He himself is 
the impersonation of all that is beautiful and good and true. 

4. But especially do we become acquainted with God through 
his written word. The works of nature are an imperfect revela- 
tion—manifesting chiefly the natural attributes of the Deity. 
His providential government is unsatisfactory, for we see it but 
in part; so brief a segment of eternity is it that we can survey 
at all. Wrong sometimes triumphs; judgment is turned away 
backward, al justice standeth afar off; truth is fallen in the 
street ; and equity cannot enter; yea, truth faileth: and he that 
departeth from evil is made a prey :, but it is only for a time, and 
times, and the dividing of a time. 


“Truth crushed to earth will rise again ; 
The eternal years of God are hers; 
While error wounded writhes in pain, 
And dies amid her worshippers.” 


In the end the character and government of God will be vindi- 
cated; the sceptre of iniquity will be broken ; justice and truth 
reinstated upon the throne; and though clouds and darkness are 
round about him to-day, yet we are assured that justice and judg- 
ment are the habitation of histhrone forever. This assurance the 
Word does not fail to give us. 

What is dark in Providence is made light in Revelation ; what 
is crooked in time is made straight in eternity, wnat is rough to 
our present earthly perceptions will be made smooth to the purer 
and more perfect vision of future years. It is said that in ex- 
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amining through a magnifying glass the most perfect of the 
works of art, great imperfections and roughnesses are clear] 
discovered, while in examining the roughest and most uncou 
of all God’s works with the most powerful compound solar mi- 
croscope, every apparent imperfection disappears. Thus when 
the ways of God are seen in the light of eternity, and through 
those eyes whose power of vision can discover the hidden sprin 
of the complicated machinery, and comprehend all its parts in 
their natural relations and dependencies, a!l doubts will be solved, 
all difficulties will be explained. This eternal light shines from 
the Bible ; and faith furnishes us with those spiritual eyes. The 
Psalmist saw wicked men and wicked rulers spreading them- 
selves like the green bay tree. Prosperity attended their op- 
pressions ; their life was a life of ease, and there were no pains 
in their death; and he was ready to stumble. Was there no 
God in the heavens ?—and did he not rule over all? He could 
not understand it; and the dark brooding wings of Atheism 
hung over him. His feet were almost gone ; his steps had well 
nigh slipped. He was envious of the foolish, when he saw the 
prosperity of the wicked. “Their eyes,” he says, “stand out 
with fatness; they have more than heart can wish. They are 
corrupt ; they speak wickedly concerning oppression; they speak 
loftily. They set their month against the heavens; their tongue 
walketh through the earth. Behold these are the ungodly who 
prosper in the world; they increase in riches.” And then he 
was ready to say—* Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain; 
and washed my hands in innocency. For all the day long have 
I been plagued, and chastened every morning.” He was per- 
plexed and confounded. “ When I thought to know this, it was 
too wonderful for me; until I went into the sanctuary of God ; 
then understood I their Env. Surely thou didst set them in 
slippery places; thou castedst them down into destruction.” By 
faith we enter into this sacred place, and learn that ’tis not the 
whole of life to live, nor all of death to die; and thatwith God 
a thousand years are as one day, and one day as a thousand years. 
His government is upon the broad scale of eternity. It is not to 
be expected that a child should understand the diplomacy of the 
cabinet. It is not to be complained of that an infant does not 
comprehend the plans of the statesman or the general. Much 
less that we should comprehend from the little we see of the 
Divine administration, the much we do not see. Faith is to be 
the evidence of things not seen; and that faith must rest on 
the testimony of the Word. Therein is set forth the harmony of 
the Divine character—justice and mercy are met together— 
righteousness and peace have kissed each other. The partial and 
apparently distorted view of God’s character and attributes 
which nature and Providence presents, is here corrected, expand- 
ed, and harmonized. 
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But let me be understood. It is the Bible of which I speak— 
not systems of divinity—not confessions of faith. The writings 
of Augustine and Pelagius, of Calvin and Arminius, have reveal- 
ed to us their respective authors. .The Council of Trent, the 
Council of Nice, and the Westminster Assembly, and divers 
other assemblies and councils, great and small, grand and sub- 
ordinate, have severally revealed themselves. In the writings 
of Luther we have 7 ety of Luther; in the writings of Wes- 
ley a portrait of Wesley; in the writings of Edwards a por- 
trait of Edwards. In the Confession of Faith of the Presby- 
terian Church, in the Discipline of the Methodist Church, in the 
Treatise of the Baptists, and in the Catechism, longer or shorter, 
we have a portrait of the men that made them. (For they were 
but men, and —) But here we have the only true, full- 
sized portrait that God has ever given us of Himself. Here is - 
no caricature. The others are worthy of study. They are the 
work of great and good men. They are, as they claim, more or 
less genuine copies of the original ; but none of them faultless; 
and never, never should our gaze be fixed so intently upon the 
mere copy, however perfect we may deem it, that we shall fail 
for a moment to recognize the Divine original as the only true 
and safe standard of appeal in all things pertaining to God and 
religion. With regard to all confessions, and treatises, and sys- 
tems of divinity, we are ever to say— to the law and to the 
testimony ; if ie speak not according to this, it is because there 
is no light in them.” 

The Papacy may rest upon traditions and the faith of the 
church; and upon the constructions and interpretations of the 
priest, the bishop, and the Pope ; but, “ the Bible—the Bible 
only is the book for Protestants ;” no scripture is of private inter- 
pretation, and each individual is responsible for his own. 

5. We become acquainted with God through his Son Jesus 
Christ ; who was God manifest in the flesh; and in whom dwelt 
all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. He is set forth as the 
express image of his person ; and in his life and death and char- 
acter are mirrored forth the glories of the divine nature, so that 
he could say— He that hath seen me, hath seen the Father.” 
And in all the meekness and love, the self-denial and beneficence 
embodied in the life of the man of sorrows,\ we see illustrated the 
distinguishing attributes of the Eternal Father. Study that life, 
and you have revealed to you the transcendent excellence of the 
Godhead. 

6. But besides the external embodiment of Himself in his Son, 
we have given to us the invisible and omnipresent Spirit, who 
shall take of the things of Christ and show them unto us :—who 
can come to the inner temple of the soul, and there present to the 
— eye,,a spiritual God. “It is well for you,” said the 

aster, “that I go away; for if I go not away, the Comforter 
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will not come; but if I go away I will send him to you.” Even 
the personal presence of the Saviour, with his glowing words of 
life, was less to be desired than the direct communication to the 
soul which the Spiritcan make. A philosopher may give the 
thoughts of his own mind to the mind of his pupil, through the 
poor medium of words; an orator may so array his glowing im- 
ages as to write the burning truth upon our hearts; but neither 
the philosopher nor the orator can transfuse themselves into the 
souls of those that hear. This God can do by his Spirit ; and thus 
introduce himself directly to the inner man. And thus he is 
ready to give us the most intimate acquaintance with himself 
which ha hens can desire or conceive. 

Thus have we sketched in brief the means of an acquaintance 
with God—an acquaintance which is a peaceful one when the 
heart is in sympathy with God, and cheerfully submissive to his 
will. And we inquire: 

II. What are the results of this peaceful acquaintance? “ Ac. 
quaint now thyself with God, and be at peace ; thereby aoop shall 
come to thee.” What.good? I reply, 

1. Great mental enlargement. The greatest conception of hu- 
man intelligence is the idea of God. No other thought so fills 
the entire spiritual vision. And a constant association with that 
thought as it lives in the soul, expands the mind as no other can. 
We are affected by the character of those with whom we asso- 
ciate. And he who lives and walks with God, possesses a mental 
elevation corresponding measurably with the nature of Him with 
whom he is thus brought into association. The best of all know- 
ledge is the knowledge of God; the greatest of all sciences is the 
science which acquaints us with God. In its widest sense it is 
the comprehension of all science. The mind that is held in hour- 
ly contact with the great fact of God’s existence, and government, 
and attributes—his infinity, his omniscience, omnipotence and 
omnipresence, cannot fail to be enlarged. Its views are high as 
heaven, and broad as eternity. Acquaintance with GOD! The 
very name takes the sweep of all time and all space—compre- 
hends all heights and all depths. The mind thus winged soars 
to heaven, roams through the universe, traverses the past, the 
present, and the to-come. Its view of the history of the world is 
trom a higher stand-point. Acquaintance with God gives unity 
to the universe; all its parts are contemplated as portions of one 
stupendous whole. The study of the world from the Atheistic 
stand-point is but a farce. It isthe play of Hamlet with the part 
of Hamlet left out. The study of history, politics, and the rise 
and fall of nations is but barrenness, confusion, and chaos. Athe- 
istic philosophers must always lack breadth of mental vision. 
Acuteness and wit they have sometimes had, but never breadth 
nor depth. Their system necessarily cramps and belittles the 
mind. In surveying the history of the world, the recognition of 

19 
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the Divine existence and government, brings light out of darkness 
and order out of chaos. 

2. But the heart is enlarged as well as the mind. Its sympa- 
thies are wider, its charities are broader. All creatures are seen 
as the creatures of God. And as he sendeth his rain upon the 
just and the unjust, and causeth his sun to rise on the evil and on 
the good, the heart learns the lesson of generous sympathy and 
godlike forbearance. 

Acquaintance with God inspires confidence in his government. 
Taken into the inner sanctuary, we see the hand that moves the 
universe. Without we see the working of the mighty machinery ; 
within, the power that guides it. And the heart no longer fears. 
There may ™ many things that we understand not; but from our 
inner acquaintance with God, and our firm assurance of the rec- 
titude of the Divine character, we exclaim with Abrahamic faith 
— Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” Faith whis- 

ers in the ear—* What thou knowest not now, thou shalt know 

ereafter.” Though he allows sin to triumph for a time, we know 
that it is not because he approves it, or looks upon it with the 
least degree of allowance; but that sin may work itself out, and 
show itself in its true deformity. Our faith is not staggered. We 
know him too well to mistrust him. 

And all the events of life pertaining to ourselves, however 
mysterious they may be, can awaken no distrust of God. Terrors 
may gather around us, but they make us not afraid ; the banner 
of Heaven’s love and protection waves over us. God reigns, and 
we are at peace with him and with all his doings. We may not 
understand the power of his thunder, but we are not terrified by 
it. It is God’s thunder, commissioned and sent by him, and con- 
trolled by his hand, and we fear it not. 

An officer on board ship in the midst of a fierce tempest, 
while every moment the vessel was expected to founder, and all 
around were terror, wild shrieks and confusion, was himself calm. 
His wife had — of the common alarm, and could not un- 
derstand the placid composure which her husband seemed with- 
out an effort to maintain. After the storm had subsided, she 
asked an explanation of his unperturbed calmness. He drew 
from its scabbard his glittering sword, and holding it before her, 
he inquired why she was not afraid of that. She replied most 
naturally— Because I know it is in the hand of one that loves 
me, and who would not harm me.” ‘Thus with me,” said the 
officer. “He that holds the winds in his fists and the sea in the 
hollow of his hand is my friend. The lightning is but his glittering 
sword ; the thunder but the voice of his power. I fear them not.” 

The christian in such an attitude is independent of agrioneine 
circumstances. He hae learned in whatsoever state he is, therewit 
tobe content. Ile knows both how to be abased and how to abound; 
how to be full and how to be hungry: he has learned to say with 
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the Psalmist— O God, thou art my portion: whom have I in 
Heaven but thee, and there is none upon earth that I desire be- 
side thee.” His happiness is a fixed quantity—independent of 
earthly contingencies. ‘ Though the fig-tree should not blossom, 
neither shall be fruit in the vines ; the labor of the olive shall fail, 
and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from 
the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: yet will I re- 
joice in the Lord, and joy in the God of my salvation.” 

The sorrows of life are easily borne, for he endures them as 
seeing him who is invisible. The sympathy and the supporting 
arm of God make the burden light. The loss of some earthly 


— may be a trial ; but it is a light one, and but for a moment. 
n 


“Why should the soul a drop bemoan, 
That has a fountain near.” 


All that he loses, or can lose, is but a drop from the ocean. Such 
an one is at peace with the universe. At peace with the Omni- 
“pee and Omnipotent ; the Creator and upholder of all things, 
is treaty of peace extends to his entire dominions. The Hea- 
vens smile peacefully upon him, and the earth reflects back the 
peaceful smile. He is at peace with the twinkling stars as they 
cast upon him their searching glance; he is at peace with the 
threatening clouds and the gathering storm; at peace with the 
thunder and the lightning; at peace with the sea and with the 
land; at peace with the winds and the waves. The roar of the 
waters has no terror for him; for God is in it. The fire, and the 
hail, and the tempest terrify him not. For “ he maketh the winds 
his messengers and the flaming fire his servant; he maketh the 
clouds his chariot; he walketh upon the wings of the wind.” 
The quaking of the earth makes him not afraid. Commotions 
among nations disturb him not; for all the tribes and nations of 
the earth are but insignificant parts of God’s universal dominion. 
There may be wars, and rumors of wars, but he is at peace. God 
maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him. For they 
cannot harm him. “ He that dwelleth in the secret place of the 
Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 
Surely he shall deliver thee from the snareof the fowler and from 
the noisome pestilence. He shall cover thee with his feathers 
and under his wings shalt thou trust ; his truth shall be thy shield 
and buckler. Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night, 
nor for the arrow that flieth by day; nor for the pestilence that 
walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at 
noon-day. Because thou hast made the Lord thy refuge; even 
the Most High thy habitation, there shall no evil befal thee, nei- 
ther shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling.” 
He who knows God, is at peace with death. For God’s domi- 
nions extend over the waste domain of even the King of Terrors. 
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The grave is to the Christian but the hallowed entrance to eternal 

ories. Death is but the crysalis state between the —s 
ife of earth, and the higher and more beauteous angelic life of 
Heaven. 

He ig at peace with misfortunes, and trials and afilictions ; for 
they come not unbidden of God; and as they bring with them 
the seal of their divine commission, he bows with serene sub- 
mission to the higher wisdom and purer love of his best and 
truest ‘friend ; a breathes forth with the deepest earnestness 
of his soul—* Not my will, but thine be done.” 

He is blest with the most glorious companionship. He is never 
alone, never unbefriended. _- the desert with no mortal eye to 
cheer or pity, God is with him. Amid the ten thousand strangers 
whom he meets in the busy mart of commerce, andamong whom 
he passes, alike unknowing and unknown, there is one still whose 
acquaintance he enjoys, and whose friendship and society consti- 
tute the highest good of his spirit. In the lion’s den Daniel had 
other companionship than that of the ferocious beasts. -In the 
fiery furnace was seen by discerning eyes another beside the 
three worthies, and the form of the fourth was like the Son of 
God. In the prison with Paul and Silas was ene whom prison 
doors could not shut out, and whom locks, and bolts, and bars 
could not shut in. In the stilly hour of evening, or amid the so- 
lemn darkness of the midnight, he who is truly a friend of 
God is never alone. Wherever he roams, wherever he dwells ; 
by land or by sea; this side the grave or the other, it matters not 
to him. Wherever he is, there is God; and where God is, there 
is Home and Heaven. Always safe, for God defends ; always 
peaceful, for he knows God too well to distrust him. “The Lord 
is his everlasting light, and the days of his mourning are ended.” 
I conclude with two 

REMARKS. 


1. How perfect an antidote for unrest of soul does the text pre- 
sent tous. Acquaint now thyself with God and be at peace. 
This is peace—not fictitious peace—but true ; substantial, positive, 
permanent ; as enduring as God its eternal source. The good that 
comes to us of acquaintance with God is everlasting. While 
God lives to bless, and the soul lives to be blest, its blessedness is 
sure. ‘This is eternal life, to know God and Jesus Christ whom 
he hath sent.” And how infatuated the man who postpones the 
knowledge of God to any other knowledge or any other thing. 
“ Acquaint now thyself with God and be at peace.” Seek God 
first. For “ they that seek him early shall find him.” Seek 
him earnestly ; for it is the highest of all good. And “if thou 
apply thine heart to understanding; yea, if thou criest after 
knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding ; if thou 
‘seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures ; 
then shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord and find the know- 
ledge of God.” 
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2. The great end of all God’s dealings and doings is to make us 
acquainted with himself. He writes his name upon ev 
cloud and upon every star; paints it upon the rainbow; utters it 
in the thunder, whispers it in the summer breeze ; he speaks to 
us from the written page, and with the still small voice of the 
inward monitor; he comes to us with the voice of the Lae arr 
the apostle, and the living preacher; speaks to us through his 
Son ; speaks to us by his Spirit ; comes in rebuke ; comes in melt- 
ing tenderness ; comes in the falling shower; comes in the sun- 
beam ; comes in the dew-drop. Every disappointment of earthly 
hope ; every loss of earthly good ; every calamity ; every bereave- 
ment ; every Prosperity, every adversity ; every dashing wave of 
sorrow, every gilded wave of joy; every pain of body, every 
burden of the heart ; every ill, every sorrow, every sin, still speaks 
in the ear of man— Acquaint now thyself with God, and be at 
peace; thereby good shall come to thee”—and thereby only. 
Away then with that atheistic though adinired couplet of Pope :— 


“‘ Know thou thyself; presume not God to scan ; 
The proper study of mankind is man,” 


Upon the heathen temple was written: vod. sseavtov—know 
thyself. Upon the new temple is written :—“ Know thyself, 
and know thy God, as thy soul’s greatest want and truest 
good.” Delay not to know God. That knowledge will be a liv- 
ing perennial fountain of life and joy to thy soul. The highest 
of all sciences and the most blessed is that that teaches us of 
(Giod : a science that the prince and the peasant, the rich and the 
poor, the high and the low, the learned and the unlearned, the 
yhilosopher and the rustic, may all alike engage in studying. 

he text-books are the heavens above us, the earth beneath us, 
the universe about us, the Word before us, and the Spirit within 
us. Know God, and then shalt thou know thyself ; and in him 
— through him know all things else that it concerns thee to 
now. 





HYMN. 


My son, know thou the Lord ; 
Thy father’s God obey ; 

Seek his protecting care by night, 
His guardian hand by day. 


Call while he may be found; 
O, seek him while he’s near ; 

Serve him with all thy heart and mind, 
And worship him with fear. 


If thou wilt seek his face, 
His ear will hear thy cry ; 

Then shalt thou find his mercy sure, 
His grace forever nigh. 
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THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST. 


BY REV. J. N. DANFORTH, ALEXANDRIA, VA. 





“If any man have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of his.”—Row. viii. 9. 


How simple this test! Here is no mystery. The mind of 
any Christian may apply this criterion. hat was the spirit of 
Christ as manifested on earth ? 

1. A spirit of benevolence. This brought him from heaven. 
He loved men—God 80 loved the world—he wished well to men, 
desired their happiness, and was ready to make any sacrifice to 
promote it. ‘ Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though he was rich, yet for our sakes he became poor ; that ye 
through his poverty might be rich.” What an example! ¢ 
cannot 80 love, but unless we have this spirit in our measure, and 
——— to our ability, we are none of Christ’s.—Question 
thyself. 

>. His was a spirit of gentleness. Not a harsh or repulsive 
feature disfigured that original. John, looking at him as he 
walked, said, “ Behold the Lamb of God.” So gentle was he. 
He admired the boldness of Peter, but felt a congenial sympathy 
with the tenderness of John. He could modestly say, “ Learn 
of me, for 1 am meek and lowly.” In him the perfection of 
meekness was embodied. Hast thou this spirit? Or art thou 
proud, contentious, severe, implacable? Learn of him, “ who, 
when he was reviled, reviled not again.” Oh, yes; consider 
him, who endured such contradiction of sinners against him- 
self, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds. 

3. His was a spirit of beneficence, that is, of doing good. And, 
though the world was against him, he did immeasurable good. 
He who has the spirit of doing good, will find the means and 
accomplish the end. Where there is a will, there is a way. 
- Talk not of your obscurity, and your obstacles. It is the very 
province of the spirit of Christ in you to take advantage of 
the former, and to overcome the latter. He went about doing 
good, and so must you. If Satan and his imps do all the evil 
they can, we must do all the good we can, or we have not so far 
forth the spirit of Christ. “ Zo do good, and to communicate, 
Forget not.” We are so forgetful. . 

4. Fidelity to the souls of men eminently characterized Christ. 
It was in him, and it came owt on every proper occasion. How 

faithfully he reproved the Pharisees! how plainly he dealt with 
his own friends. How faithfully he performed every duty, even 
the most unpleasant. Now, if you have not this spirit, you are 
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none of his. What a coward hast thou been in dealing with the 
faults and sins of thy fellow-men. 

5. Condescension to the weakness of humanity was conspicuous 
in the man of sorrows. Who ever stooped from such a height 
to such adepth? Behold his intercourse with men, visiting them 
in their abodes, however humble; teaching the ignorant, ming 
ling with all classes, reasoning down objections, removing diffi- 
culties, encouraging the despairing, comforting the afflicted. See 
him in the family at Bethany—by the side of the well of Sychar 
in a hot summer day—in the house of Simon, with the poor 
penitent at his feet—in the street with the blind—in the temple of 
the sick—in the cemetry of the dead ; always in all condescending. 
If thou hast not this spirit— 

6. Then that spirit of forgiveness—is it in thee, as it was in 
Christ? ‘I say unto you,” I say it in contradistinction from the 
maxims of the world, “* Love your enemies.” Oh, how different 
from the doctrines of men! And in that dark and bitter hour 
of final agony, he prayed, “ Father, forgive them.” Canst thou 
thus pray? If not, thou art none of his. The dying Hooper 
said to his executioner, “ God forgive thee thy sins, and do thine 
office, I pray thee.” 

7. Submission to God in affliction. Was ever man afflicted 
like him? Was ever man submissive like him? “The cup 
which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?” Again, 
in Gethsemane, “ Not my will, but thine be done.” 


With gentle resignation still, 
He yielded to his Father’s will, 
In sad Gethsemane. 


As there was no sorrow like his sorrow, so there was no sub- 
mission like hissubmission. Dost thou, reader, thus yield thyself 
to God? How often with deep emotion have I pondered on those 
lines of the same sweet and natural poet : 


When storms of sorrow round us sweep, 

And scenes of anguish make us weep; 
To sad Gethsemane 

We'll look and see the Saviour there, 

And humbly bow, like him, in prayer. 


8. Earnest anxiety for sinners in connection with intense 
solicitude for the glory of God. “The zeal of thine house hath 
eaten me up,” he could truly say. Ah, that was a living sacri- 
fice, constantly consuming itself. Not to do his own will did he 
come, but the will of him that sent him. At the end of his 
eventful career he could say, “I have glorified thee on the earth.” 
He was ever anxious to glorify God in the salvation of sinners. 
Is this thy anxiety ? 


9. Exemplary self-denial. His whole history was an illustra- 
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tion of this grace. Well did it come from him, “If any man 
will be my isciple, let him deny Aimself.” Inavhat hast thou 
done this? Hast thou caught this spirit from Christ ¢ 

10. Habits of secret prayer. If the Son of God so often re- 
tired to pray, what need have we of so doing? Do you imitate 
Christ in this? If not, you are none of his. 

11. Perseverance to the end. Beneath the haughty frowns of 
the wicked, against obstacles the most formidable, before tempta- 
tions the most fascinating, amid reproaches, treason, desertion 
and death itself, he held on his way, resolved to finish the work 
given him to do: and thus when he loved his own, he loved them 
to the end. Illustrious model of all that is good, holy and true, 
be thou my pattern and my portion, infuse thy spirit into my 
heart, and let me live in thy life. Oh, bless me with a portion 
of thine own benevolence, thy matchless gentleness, thy benefi- 
cent activity, thine unflinching fidelity, unparalleled condescension, 
wonderful spirit of forgiveness, profound submission, anxiety for 
sinners, self-denial, secret communion with God, perseverance 
through all obstacles unto the end. I must be thus blessed, or | 
am not thine; for if any man have not the spirit of Christ, he is 
none of his. 


HYMN. 


Go to the dark Gethsemane, 
Ye that feel the tempter’s power, 
Your Redeemer’s conflict see, 
Watch with Him one bitter hour ; 
Turn not from His griefs away, . 
Learn of Jesus Christ to pray. 


Follow to the judgment-hall ; 

View the Lord of life arraigned ; 
O the wormwood and the gall ; 

O the pangs His soul sustained ; 
Shun not suffering, shame or loss ; 
Learn of Him to bear the cross. 


Calvary’s mournful mountain climb ; 
There, adoring at his feet, 
Mark that miracle of time, 
God’s own sacrifice complete : 
“ It is finished”—hear him cry ; 
Learn of Jesus Christ to die. 


Early hasten to the tomb, 
ere they laid His breathless clay ; 
All is solitude and gloom, 
—Who hath taken Him away ? 
Christ is risen ; He meets our eyes ; 
Saviour, teach us so to rise. 
— Montgomery. 





